The Likes and Dislikes of Childcare
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Love 
The best things about my job are hugs and caring from the children, the excitement of the children when they learn or do something new. One more thing I really like is to make messes so it helps to work with kids. 

I like being around children, seeing things through their eyes and being free to drop everything, turn on the music, and dance. 

Also, that I am able to stay home with my own children and also earn a good living. I enjoy working with children, and feel I am making a positive impact in their lives. Even though, I know they'd really rather be home with Mom.  I like being my own boss and having control over my own day, rather than punching a time clock somewhere. 

I love being home for my own children when they return from school each day. I love the time I get to spend with my child care babies and love to give them back to their parents at the end of the day! 

I like watching the smiling faces, hugs, kisses, the I did it's, giggles, laughter, I love you's, and appreciative parents. 

I love not having to drag my kids out in the morning in bad weather. Love having child care children who love to come here. Love being here for my own kids even if they have to share me.  I also love being able to help raise others with loving smiles, hugs, giggles, and sloppy kisses!  Enjoy spending time with the child care children and watching them learn and play.  I appreciate having great child care families that appreciate what I do.
Three things I like: 1) Being able to be home for my children before and after school and having time to spend with them. 2) Being able to have a positive effect (teaching the children and informing the parents of different resources available to them) on families that HAVE to use child care. 3) All the smiles, hugs, kisses, mud pies, painted shirts, milkstoushes, eyes of wonderment and I did it's and being able to see that the work I do is important. 
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Three things I like about my job. Being busy. The funny things kids come up with and or say, and to try and translate it.
Dislikes

 The worst parts are parents who have "perfect kids" (I'm sure you know what I mean, the ones that are offended when you tell them something happened), parents that don't make an effort in their child's life, (for example sending the child in jeans and no other clothes with him on swimming day, and not being concerned with it when you tell them), and lastly, putting up with bosses that sometimes think they know everything, and they don't. 

Parents who believe a signed contract is negotiable, or doesn't really pertain to them. 

I dislike the fact that my job comes with few benefits, such as insurance and retirement. I *really* dislike it when parents are irresponsible. When they bring a sick child to my door and act irritated when I have to ask them to come back when their child is well, so as not to risk illness to my other daycare children, as well as my own;  when they do not bring their children in weather-appropriate clothing (no coat in winter, etc.). This shows a lack of concern for the child.....this kind of stuff really makes me upset. 
It bothers me that some parents thinking that I have no overhead and that I can wait until it is convenient for them to pay me!  The continuance of late pick-ups, when I have my own schedule to contend with and sick children with parents that are no where to be found.
I do not like being taken advantage of and others not understanding the amount of work and patience it takes to do this job. I do not care for when parents are too accommodating to their children thus undoing everything we are trying to learn here or when the parents have so much guilt for placing their child in care that they forget who is the parent and who is the child. 

Things I strongly dislike: 1) Being called a babysitter - I do not get to watch TV or play on the computer all day long nor do I sit on babies. People assuming I have and EASY JOB 2) Parents that tell me they never wanted children in the first place and it shows 3) Parents that are not honest.  Feeling like I can never take a day off.  Not being paid, winning the case in small claims court and still not being paid. Also, parents not showing respect to me.  Example: A parent who showed up hours late and told me it was my fault because I had the kids outside when she called and got the message machine. She didn't leave a message. Another example: a parent who says "You have too much protein in your dirt and it won't come out of my child's clothes".  She wanted to dress her child in party clothes everyday and didn't want her to go outside to play because she would get dirty. 

